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"One's destination is never a place but rather a new way of looking at things."

(Henry Miller)

My international experience began three months ago. I thought I knew what an international experience is, and after coming to the USA, I could see how little I knew and how much I was able to learn in theshort time. Coming from India, a country of millions of cultures, and I having many international friends, I felt I wouldn't have a culture shock. Of course, I had a culture shock, but it is all very exciting and challenging and I cannot just stop experiencing more.

Initially, I had a hard time establishing a rapport among people for many reasons. I don't use the same phrases, words and pronunciation as most of the people here do. I was embarrassed whenever I used a wrong word to describe something and as It became more frequent, I stopped myself from speaking to people. Life was difficult. Friends from home said I was lucky to be in the USA, but I never felt so. I was alone on weekends in January and February; It was just my university and me. Moreover, I was unaware of many cultural significances and ended up making many mistakes. I was helpless when I couldn't make understand a customer care executive about a banking issue I had. There were moment when I felt I don't fit here and was really scared thinking of spending two more years where everyday was yearlong for me. As time passed, I realized that I should leave my comfort zone and start challenging myself. Slowly, I learnt how to communicate despite barriers and how to express my ideas and opinions. Most of my learning is through listening and observing. I started taking challenges sportively and now I really enjoy it. I learned to accept truths which are inconvinent. Greeting strangers on the street was completely new for me; Though I felt a bit awkward initially, I now greet them before they do. I feel a lot comfortable interacting with people now. Meeting new people is my new passion, and I am thoroughly enjoying it.

Speaking about how my experience changed me – I am now more resourceful. And thanks to ISSO's international coffee hour, I learnt so many things not only about USA but also about Japan, China, South Korea, Saudi Arabia etc., and not to mention about my own country, India. The overall experience, definitely, has changed how I look at things now. I am flexible than before, open-minded and tolerant. Personally, I feel more self-reliant and confident in working in situations of high level of ambiguity. I started appreciating the diversity. I am now more willing to take up challenges. I became aware of my strengths and my weaknesses. My skills improved invariably, and I discovered that I have a convincing side to me as well. And not to forget mentioning, I smile more often now. 
I really think the way how I perceive things now is very different from how I used to before I came here. As I mentioned, my communication skills have been improving and this is helping me in becoming more social. I joined few clubs and I attend most of the campus events, be it academic or be it some air-hockey tournament. I started experimenting with myself and I'm really happy the way I'm doing. I'm always game for cultural exchange. Speaking about academics, It was a cultural shock too. I never wrote more than 10 emails to my professors in my entire life before I came to the USA. Using 'hello' or any informal gesture in an email/letter was considered as a really big insult to the professor in India. It was tough for me not to call any professor here with a 'sir/madam' tag before and after each sentence. I was never used to calling people with their last name either and I was scared too to mispronounce them. Despite these, I interact with professors more often. They are very friendly and helpful. Any question, however small or simple it is, professors take it in a very welcoming manner. About the resources available to the student in the university, they are way beyond my imagination compared to what we have in India. The university knows how to use the technology at its best. Speaking about technology, for someone like me who can starve for days but can't wait to get the latest phone/technology, there can't be a better place than the USA.
Coming to the people in Charlotte, I simply love them. They are really friendly and helpful. As an example, during my initial days at the University, when I was struggling to find a university building using a map, a man approached to me by himself and he walked with me all the way up to the building just to show me the way. It was really kind of him. There are many such incidents such as that.
In conclusion, I would say that despite many barriers, I enjoy my stay in the USA. It changed me a lot positively. I entered USA with a hope of learning and experiencing many new things, and I see that happening. Looking back, I am amazed with the things I have been through and the people I have met in such a short span. I learnt lessons which I believe I would not have learnt if I were in India. I'm open to various complications in life. Looking forward, I will be in the USA for around two more years and I am sure I will add more to my beautiful memories. We all need to explore the world and learn a lot. My stay in the USA: a truly life changing experience!

( In the process of writing this essay, I realized how interesting my life is in here. Thank you. )
