
Name: Nan Zhang
Level: 601
My Study Abroad Experience
Be honestly, study in the US is my first time to live in another country without any family members. I am the only child in my family, so my parent is pretty worried about me. The first month, they talk me a lot on the Skype and ask me how I am felt. Certainly, that time my speaking is poor, and also I miss home, so I was very excited to talk with them. Again, until now, I do not like talk with them because that is waste my time to study. Maybe you think I am indifferent about my family, but I am telling the trust. I still love my family and sometime I will recall the pictures which we took before.

I remember one of the thing that I am really impressive is I got off the airplane, and then I set foot on my American study way. That time, I really did no idea where should I go, so I with the crowd and finally found our lovely teacher. I sigh of relief, I did it!

Actually, the hardest thing since I came to Charlotte is that I do not have car. Hence, I have a lot of problems about buying food. The first weekend, ELTI organized students went to down town to enjoy American weekend life. I was so excited to go there. My friends with I took many pictures, and there was a small rock music concert. Everyone was very happy. After this, we took the bus went to Walmart. That is a huge thing I must to do! No one has the car, so four of us went to Walmart and picked up what I need because I am a new student, others were not. After I finished, they help me to bring the stuffs to my dorm. I am so appreciated that they are my friends. One of them is a boy, his name is Emery. He is a person who helps me most until now. He told me that he was totally understood what am I felt, when he came here, no one help him and that feeling was pretty bad, so he want to help me. What a sweet boy! 

Here is a huge trouble that I could not forget. I with my best Korean friend Tessa moved into an apartment. In the beginning we were pretty happy because we had a new place to live and it is cheaper than dorm. Happiness is sad after, we got four mice in our apartment! What a creepy thing! Honestly, that was my first time to see the mice. I admitted that our kitchen was dirty, but it was not the whole reason that mice could come here. First, we caught a really small mouse, she looks so cute, so we brought it out, let it go. I think we were so kind for mouse. Second, we caught a middle size mouse; we used the trash can to mantle it. After one week, I smell something bad; I remember the mouse which we caught was died. Therefore, we threw it in our apartment big trash can. Next day, we called some professional people to put some mousetraps. At the end, the mousetrap caught the last two mice. The catch mice campaign was end!

In addition, I think I am not a princess any more because since I came here, I never slept on the bed. I have been slept on the three pieces of comforter. Actually, that is kind of good, but not very comfortable. However, I think it is a challenge for me.
Anyway, since I study in UNCC ELTI, I can feel that I am more independent than before. I can do a lot of things by myself. Everything that happens is my rich; I am growing up by those experiences! I proud of myself! 

