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My dream has always been to come to the U.S. to complete my studies. Why?  Because in my country there are not enough institutions of higher education so that students are often unable to finish advanced degrees. I wanted to study English from native speakers. I used to dream about America; sometimes I even imagined it as a different planet.  Also, living in the US is different than I expected.  People are much more respectful, compassionate, and rule-abiding than I thought they would be, even though I only had movies and television to base my knowledge of America on beforehand. 

Living in the U.S. let’s me keep every single minute to do a good thing. Why? Because time here is gold and it gives the chance for me and my kids to study and participate in many activities. Living in the U.S. lets me focus on how I can protect the environment. Last year I saw a program in UNC Charlotte about recycling a lot of stuff.   We can make something new from the trash and redo it again, that I think is a good thing. I also think about global warming because we make the pollution that causes it. If we reduce the chemicals, we can reduce the problems for ozone. It is very important to work on this so that we do not get cancer from the sun. I know that the scientists are working on it, but I can do things that decrease global warming, even thought I am just one person.

Living in the U.S. lets me concentrate on living at peace. Here life is quiet.  There is not a lot of stress and life is more comfortable than in my country. Before I was here I asked my friend about a good institute for studying. Three of them recommended UNC Charlotte because it has a good director and good instructors. All of my ELTI teachers are wonderful teachers, though each of them is very different in how they teach. I have learned a lot that I did not know before coming to UNC Charlotte. Living in the U.S. lets me think about how I can help people, make a donation to poor people all over the world in general, and specifically in Africa, where people are dying of famine. For example, right now Japan has had an earthquake, and I feel very sad about it. I have donated money to relief efforts for the people in Japan.
Living here has let me focus on how I can, in the near future, dig a well and help improve the soil to plant food in Africa and other countries in the world. There are a lot of people in Africa and in other countries who drink dirty water and then become sick. After that they die from sickness, and that makes me feel extremely terrible and I worry about that.  Mother Theresa is a role model for me. She sets an example for me, and I want to continue working as she did. When I have the opportunity I want to do more than send money, I want to travel to these people and help them.
I learned about UNICEF first when I was in elementary school and I took a history class, and then at UNC Charlotte two of my teachers in ELTI gave me more information about it in one of my class units. This organization has been helping poor people all over the world. It doesn’t matter what their religion or culture is, they just help people, human beings, anywhere. So I will put my hand on their hand and I am going to participate with them. Living here lets me develop my experience to think in different ways and to think about the whole world. We are all equal and the same. This way makes me extremely happy and I enjoy the majority of my life.

When I was in my country before I came here I just had an idea in my head about helping people, teaching, and I thought I would do it in the farther and farther future. But coming to the U.S. woke me up and let me start living my dream right now, not just waiting until I graduate or I have a job. This has changed my life completely.  In my country I just stayed at home and took care of my kids, cooked, and I had a housekeeper. She did everything I wanted her to do. Living here in the U.S. lets me do everything by myself. I am working out, I have a schedule to do in a system, I participate in a group called Girl Talk University, and another group called UNCC Swahili, a group fitness program, and the international coffee hour. I also go to movies in the student union, and I have tutors for free. They help me to improve in my English and my TOEFL.  Where in my country I was never able to get around any other way than walking, here I can drive a car, ride a bus, even take skydiving lessons!
In conclusion, coming here to America I saw all of the activities and programs and it woke me up.  I have become motivated; America makes me feel that I can do anything. I put my feet on the first step to reach my dream of helping people and teaching and protecting the environment. Living in the U.S. lets me feel free. I appreciate the U.S. highly because I feel my life will never be to same again. Living in the U.S lets me think in positive ways and throw out the negative ways.
