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How My International Experience Has Changed My View of the World 
Wujian Xue
A frog lived in a well. He was happy everyday. He played with the shrimps and small fishes and slept in mud when tired. He thought the sky was as big as the mouth of the well and he had as much water as he could get. When a sea turtle passed by, the frog invited the turtle to live with him because the frog thought his well was so nice. The turtle refused and said, “If you go with me to the sea, you will find the sea is thousands times deeper and larger than your well. You can enjoy the sunshine and strong wave. There are countless fishes, lobsters and crabs in the sea.”  The frog wouldn’t believe it until he went to the beach. He was, of course, dumfounded.  

If someone asks me which countries have top table tennis players in the world, my answer would be China, Korea and Sweden, which was the same as most of the Chinese opinion. That was before I came to the U.S. in summer 2004.  However, my mind changed dramatically after about two year’s life in UNC-Charlotte. Now, I believe table tennis is a world wide game, and in American, many people play this game very well.  This change was due to an accidental meeting in September, 2004.

On one Saturday morning, I met Edem, a Togo student, in front of the library. He said he was establishing a table tennis club and he would “test” my skill if I would like to join the club. I was shocked! In my mind Chinese table tennis players won almost all the golden medals in Olympics and World Cup. And I never saw African players on the international table tennis games on TV. I was top 10 players in my university in China among 30,000 students. How can he “test” me?

However, before we start to play, I realized he was not as bad as I imagined. Former experiences tell me that one could guess a player’s skill from his blade, rubber, ball, clothing and shoes. Obviously, his high-quality stuffs were not from Wal-Mart or Dicks. He must have bought them from some special table tennis store. As we started to play, I was impressed by his power, speed and spin. He was really a tough guy for me. We played several games and the scores were pretty close. Later, I told some Chinese students here and my table tennis friends in China. None of them believe this was true. They still thought only Chinese could play table tennis very well. 

During the “test”, Edem told me that there was a table tennis club in Charlotte, Charlotte Table Tennis Club. So we decided to go to the club on weekend. When we arrived at the gym at uptown, I felt it was a nice place to play table tennis. Spacious court, bright light, professional table and barriers, these were excellent “hardwares” for table tennis players. And when people came, I saw white, black, Latino and Asian faces. Because Edem had told me there were all kinds of people who played there, I was not shocked again. Otherwise, I might have thought I was in a wrong gym. 
At the beginning, I practiced with Edem. Then, Tom, a man retired from Duke Power, came to me and he told me after he saw my practice, he would like to play with me because we might be in the same level. Wow! I heard exactly the same words when I played in a table tennis club in Beijing, China a few years ago! The only difference was here was in English. As we played, I still felt the differences. Tom also used shake hand style. Shake hand was more popular in western countries while Chinese preferred pen holders. Shake hand players attack from forehand and backhand. So if my ball was long, Tom could loop it from both forehand and backhand. I had to be very carefully played short balls. Tom noticed that I can use pen hold as shake hand at backhand, a new pen hold skill originated from Chinese national team, he flattered me by saying I was like Hao Wang, the Athens Olympic Champion.  He said he watched not only the international competitions, but also table tennis teaching videos, magazines and websites at home. Then he came to practice with others at the club, communicated ideas and skills, and tried to correct the errors.

Again, I felt I met this kind of people in China. They “practiced” their minds at home, and the skills on the table. It seemed that the table tennis fans were doing the same things in different places and in different languages with different friends. Isn’t it a basic condition for a world wide game?
In fact, the table tennis clubs and organizations are not limited in this CTTC. During the past two years, I took part in the National College Table Tennis Association (NCTTA 04-05 and 05-06 Seasons) and Association of College Union International (ACUI 2005 and 2006). I felt table tennis games in universities were also well organized. 
NCTTA is divided into states divisions. Teams from universities in North Carolina played home-guest tournament several times during the season. Last year, our UNC-Charlotte table tennis team won the second place and this year we are leading in North Carolina division. 
At ACUI, students from five states (KY, NC, SC, TN and VA) get together and play single and double matches in one university.  Last year, at Virginia Tech, Usher Huang, an international student from Taiwan, won the second play in men’s single, which was qualified for the national competition. This year, in East Carolina University, Edem won the fifth place in men’s single, and I won the first place in men’s double together with my partner David, an American student from the University of Virginia. Both Edem and I are qualified for the national competition in Arizona. 
In summary, the crossing boarder experience completely changed my mind in table tennis. Looking backward, I felt I made the same mistake as the frog made.  Fortunately, I came to another country and see the “large sea”. Actually, people grow up in certain cultures. Their backgrounds could form somewhat bias for certain things. Crossing boarder experience and living in another culture are the best way to see and describe the real world. 
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